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Politics students shine 
in the workplace 
By Aretha Phiri 
The Rhodes Political and International 
Studies Department has recently been 
commended by the South African Institute of 
Race Relations (SAIRR) for the exceptional 
calibre of its graduates. 
"Rhodes Political and International Studies 
Department graduates appear to be better 
than [those from] other politics department 
around South Africa.We hope to continue 
attracting quality researchers from your pool 
of graduates and trust that this will help start 
a good working relationship between the 
Institute and your department," says SAIRR 
Deputy CEO Frans Cronje. He says Rhodes 
politics graduates have a very good basic grasp 
of the whole political spectrum in South Africa 
and many of them write well which is a great 
asset. 
"The failure to write clearly has been the 
downfall of many research job applicants. I have 
reviewed over 400 researcher's CVs over the 
past three years so have a reasonable base 
upon which to base my opinions. This is not to 
say that all Rhodes graduates are brilliant or 
that all graduates from other Universities are 
not. However, recently a greater proportion 
of Rhodes politics graduates have made our 
shortlists than graduates of other Universities," 
says Cronje. 
Hannah Botsis and Gail Eddy both 
graduated with honours degrees from the 
Department and currently work at the SAIRR 
as Political Researcher and Provincial Outreach 
Researcher respectively. 
Botsis is responsible for tracking 
trends and events in South Africa's health and 
economic sectors, and for writing the Politics 
chapter for the annual South Africa Survey. 
"The Rhodes Politics Department offers 
a good mix of solid theory and topical issues. 
This means that you have a fair ly good idea 
of the political environment when you enter 
the working world. The department also 
encourages an independence of mind which is 
highly valued here;' Botsis says. 
Eddy is respons ible for running the 
Provincial Information Service - a relatively 
newly establ ished programme that provides 
research services to Provincial Members of 
Parliament, and for writing the Demographics 
chapter in the annual South Africa Survey. 
"The Politics Department has more than 
adequately prepared me for the intellectual 
nature of my work. It has enabled me to think 
in a critical and detailed manner which is 
crucial to the type of work I do. The politics 
degree from Rhodes is held in high regard 
here;' Eddy says. 
SAIRR's commendation is "affirmation 
that we and our students are appreciated and 
this speaks to the kind of students we turn out. 
Our students readily find jobs in the private 
and public sectors. The Department ensures 
that the courses offered from undergraduate 
to postgraduate level are diverse and traverse 
the discipline.We emphasise that our students 
are able to engage with their material in a 
critical way and as such are able to address 
issues in their individual way informed by the 
guidelines and frameworks we provide them 
with," says Head of Department, Professor Paul 
Bischoff. 
RHODOS 
Rhodes Graduate 
to Study in 
Oxford 
By Jessica Cash 
Rhodes UniverSity graduate Andrew 
Craig goes to Oxford in October after 
receiving one of the prestigious Rhodes 
Scholarships. 
Craig, who matriculated at StAndrew's 
College with an A aggregate in 200 I 
and completed his Master's degree in 
Mathematics at Rhodes in 2007, will study 
towards a PhD in Mathematics at Oxford. 
Rhodes Scho larships are awarded 
annually to five South Africans. Pupils of 
StAndrew's College and the Diocesan 
School for Girls are a lso eligible fOI- the 
scholarships. 
During his studies at Rhodes UniverSity, 
Craig achieved the Dean 's Merit List in the 
Science Faculty for three consecutive years. 
He was also awarded the Joe King Prize 
for the top third-year mathematics student 
as well as receiving academic honours and 
colours. 
Craig captained the Rhodes men's 
rowing team in 2003 and 2007, and was 
Chairman from 2004 to 2006. He was 
awarded colours for achievement in sports 
and was named Sportsman of the Year 
in 2006. Craig rowed for the SA Jun ior 
and SA Student rowing team and was a 
bronze medalist at the World Under 23 
Championships in Belgium in 2006. Craig 
hopes to compete in rowing at Oxford. 
Craig is passionate about promoting 
mathematics and science education in 
Africa. He fee ls that his skills will be 
needed in South Africa and he hopes to 
return after the completion of his stud ies 
in Oxford. 
French Research Director Visits Rhodes 
Dr Fethi Bedioui. Pic supplied. 
Dr Fethi Bedioui, a research director 
from the Centre National de la Recherche 
Scientifique (CNRS) in Paris, recently spent 
two weeks in the Department of Chemistry 
working with Professor Tebello Nyokong's 
research group. 
Dr Bedioui has several research interests, 
including the deve lopment and application 
of chemical micro-sensors for the detection 
of toxic chemicals such as nitric oxide and 
peroxynitrites in biological systems.The 
phthalocyanine dyes designed and synthesized 
by Prof Nyokong and her research team 
are particularly applicable for these types of 
sensors. 
A future aim of th is collaborative research 
is the difficult task of downsizing the sensors 
a thousandfold from a micro- to a nano-scale. 
This is not the first visit by Dr Bedioui to 
Rhodes,he has been a regular visitor to the 
Department of Chemistry since 2002. He has 
also hosted three of Prof Nyokong's graduate 
research students in his laboratory in Paris 
over the past five years. Current PhD student 
Fungisai Matemadombo has just returned 
to Rhodes after a four-month research stint 
working with Dr Bedioui at the CNRS. 
Asked about Grahamstown and Rhodes, Dr 
Bedioui said, "I really appreciate the opportunity 
to work closely with Prof Nyokong and her 
team in the laboratory and discuss science in a 
quiet and peaceful environment.The slow pace 
of life in Grahamstown is also a pleasant change 
from the busy and hectic city lifestyle of Parisi" 
